IX

A SPECIAL MECHANISM IN A SCHIZOID BOY1

(i939)

IN his comprehensive paper on "The Theory of Symbolism",2
Ernest Jones referred to the relation between true symbolism
and other forms of indirect representation such as the metaphor.
In this connection I wish to offer here a brief description of a
special mechanism occurring in the analysis of a schizoid boy of
fifteen and a half years of age. I hope to expand this account at
some future date, and to go more fully into the various problems
of the nature and function of symbolism with which it is obviously
linked.3 In this note I am concerned only incidentally with these
more general issues. My purpose is to describe the special
mechanism observed, of the acting out of a metaphor.

The patient has been in analysis a few months. He has acute
hypochondriacal symptoms. His actions are often "queer" and
apparently meaningless.

One day he told me that he had been trying to make a para-
chute out of an old umbrella, and that, if he succeeded, his
intention was to take it to the top floor of the house, attach to it a
basket containing the cat, of whom he was very fond, and let the
basket down from the window by means of the parachute. (He
did not succeed, but spent some days on the attempt.)

The meaning of this aim and action became clear only slowly,
I will not detail the steps by which we arrived at it, but give its
significance as uncovered after about a month of further analysis.

The boy's parents were both of advanced political views,
"bohemian" in their sexual morality and general ways of life.
They had lived apart for several years and were now divorced.
The mother was happily re-married. The boy had been brought

11.JJPJ.., Vol. XX, Pts. 3 and 4,

* British Journal of Psychology, Vol. IX, 1918; reprinted in Papers on Psycho-Analysis.

8 Of relevant literature other than Ernest Jones's paper and the seventh section of
Freud's "The Unconscious" (Collected Papers, Vol. IV, especially p. 130), I would
refer in particular to Melanie Klein, "The Importance of Symbol-Formation in me
Development of the Ego", LJJ*A., Vol. XI, 1930, and to Elk Sharpe, *T*sycho-
Physical Problems Revealed in Language" (read before the Fifteenth International
Psycho-Analytical Congress, Paris, 1938).
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